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Tourist Map of 1991 showing the locations of Post Offices in the 

Waterlooville area. 
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The Postal History of Waterlooville including 

Cosham, Widley, Purbrook, Denmead, Hambledon,  

Cowplain, Lovedean, Horndean and Chalton 

Mike Hill 
 

Introduction  

The Waterlooville Philatelic Society was formed at the time of the great 

stamp collecting boom of the early 1970s and as a founder member I 

discovered that there was little information about the postal history of the 

local area since the founding of the village in 1815 some 200 years ago. Thus 

I was encouraged to start out on a journey of exploration into the history of 

postal services in the local area, a journey which has given me many hours of 

enjoyment. What I have achieved has been helped enormously by those of 

the Waterlooville Philatelic Society notably the late Eric Whyley and Mike 

English, and also the late Geoffrey Salter of the Waterlooville Library.  Much 

of my research was published in the Journal of the Hampshire Postal History 

Society of which I was editor for a number of years. I must also thank David 

Coxon whose father took over from George Pook as postmaster in the early 

fifties for his memories and Paul Costen [www.costen.co.uk] who allowed me 

access to his scanned collection of postcards to search for Post Offices. 
 
Sitting astride the Post Road from Portsmouth to London, later to be known 

as the A3 it was to become an important village and now of course a town in 

its own right which continues to grow. The road itself grew in importance 

and the tracks that threaded through the Forest of Bere assumed great 

importance from Tudor times with the growth of the Royal Navy. It was one 

of the first roads to be administered by a Turnpike Trust in 1710 and local 

historians are fortunate that the original minute book survives. Postal 

charges were based on the distance from London and were carefully 

recorded in books and maps.  
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Mileages extracted from 0ÁÔÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ 2ÏÁÄÓ edition of 1799 and a strip map 

from the 1785 edition. 
 
It will be noted that Horndean is shown as 7½ miles from Petersfield  and 

some 62 miles  from  London Bridge then it is through the Forest of Bere to 

White Lane End 3 miles and a further  of a mile to Purbrook and 2  miles 

to Cosham, 68 miles from London Bridge. 
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The Ship and Bell Inn at Horndean was an important coaching stop. It was 

probably here that Samuel Pepys took a guide through the forest who he 

claimed in his diary took him much out of his way on one of his many visits to 

Portsmouth. 
 
White Lane End, Waite Lane End or Wheat Lane End, was situated just south 

of the cross roads and began to assume more importance with the 

Disafforestation Act of 1810 which allowed development of the Forest of 

Bere. The London to Portsmouth Mail Coach passed in both directions at 

night but did not stop. 

Portsmouth 

The first recorded postmark for Portsmouth dates from 1705 and the towns 

postal history is recorded in The Post in Portsmouth by Cyril A Sinfield MBE 

in 1982 which has now been updated by Malcolm Montgomery MBE (2011) 

with copies available from the Portsmouth & District Philatelic Society, price 

£20. 
 
Cosham 

 

Established by 1695. 
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1803 ɀ First recorded postmark 

 

22 March 1817 ɀ Boxed Mileage Type 29 

 

27 September 1841 ɀ Undated Circle issued 
 
February 1854 ɀ Thomas Brown Baker, Postmaster, appointment confirmed 

20 May 1854 
 
1855 ɀ Thomas Brown Baker, Receiver. Post Office Directory 
 
2 January 1855 ɀ Money Order facilities provided 
 
1859 ɀ Thomas Brown Baker, Postmaster, Chemist and Druggist next to the 

Swan Hotel 
 
9 December 1861 ɀ Savings Branch facilities provided 
 
1 October 1864 ɀ Administered by Fareham 
 
1865 ɀ Became a Railway Sorting Office 
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Three of the five examples of the barred numeral 

cancellations first introduced in October 1865 

remaining in use until 1905. 

 

 

 
1870 ɀ Telegraphic facilities provided, call sign CMO 

19 June 1893 ɀ Mr T B Baker retired after 39-years-service At his testimonial 

at a meeting held in Cosham on Saturday 9 September 1893 it was reported 

that in 1834 correspondence was brought in and again despatched in one 

sealed bag only being 65 in and 75 out. Since then the following duties have 

been devolved upon Cosham: Money Orders, Savings Bank, Government Life 

Insurances, Issue of Licences, Payment of Pensions and Annuities, Telegraph 

System, Postal Orders and Parcel Post.  Within the last few years the whole of 

the sorting work for the district including the Sub-Post Offices of Hilsea, 

Waterlooville, Purbrook, Stakes, Denmead, Hambledon and Horndean had 

been added to Cosham with the present number of letters and parcel 

receptacles dealt with daily being over 86. As many as 140 telegraphic 

messages had been transmitted in one day and the daily average of letters 

dealt with was now about 2,100. 
 
Mr Baker reported that during his long service there had been no cases of 

dishonesty or peculation connected with the Cosham Post Office and no 

occasion had arisen that required intervention from the police or censure 

from the Central Office. 
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June 1893 ɀ Mr Henry Charles Hewlett appointed Sub-Postmaster with his 

wife Helen as Post Office assistant (late of Horndean Post Office) 
 
1901 ɀ Designated as a Railway Sorting Office  

 
 

 

1 August 1905 ɀ Sorting Office and Post Town  

 

 
 
1911 ɀ Henry Charles Hewlett, Sub-Postmaster, age 48 years, Ellen Hewlett 

Counter Assistant and Telegraphist 
 
1921 ɀ Henry Charles Hewlett dies 
 
1930 May 1938 ɀ E J Simmons, Postmaster 
 
5 December 1932 ɀ Administered by Portsmouth 

May 1938 ɀ Walter John Barnes, Postmaster 

1951 ɀ New premises opened Northern Parade 

July 1953 ɀ Re-classified as a Sub-Post Office and will therefore not be open 

on Sundays 
 
1954 ɀ Rural status 

By 1955 ɀ Town Sorting Office 

2015 Post Office at 13 The High Street, Cosham, PO6 3EH 
 

 
 



11 

 

 
 

Two postal slogans used at Cosham. 

 

Widley 

Established  1931 ɀ Administered by Cosham 

From 5 December 1932 ɀ Administered by Portsmouth and located at 74 

London Road. It had a small delivery office which was integrated into the 

main sorting office at Waterlooville. 
 
1943 ɀ A T Garner, Sub-Postmaster 

18 March 1935 ɀ Telegraphic facilities provided, call sign VIU 

From 11 April 1990 ɀ Administered by Waterlooville Crown Office 

3 March 2004 ɀ Closed 

Purbrook 

16 September 1807 ɀ Freeling Minute: 
 

Since that time Lord Keith who has residence at Purbrook has strongly 

applied for an arrangement to enable him to receive his letters earlier 

which, as they relate to the public service, is an object of some importance 

to him. He proposes that the Havant bags be left at Horndean to be 

despatched from thence six days a week by a man and horse who are to 

wait while the Emsworth letters are sorted and then to proceed to that 

place and with this is connected an arrangement for delivering Lord 

+ÅÉÔÈȭÓ ÐÏÕÃÈ ÁÔ 0ÕÒÂÒÏÏË ÁÎÄ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÌÅÔÔÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

village. The result in point of time will be that his Lordship will receive his 

letters between 8 and 9am instead of 11 and 12am and the pence which he 
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pays for the present accommodation will be commuted to two guineas per 

annum. The Havant letters would arrive there at 7am instead of 10am and 

those for Emsworth at about 7.30am instead of nearly 11am.  
 

 
 

Viscount Keith 
 

  The Deputy of Horndean for conveying the bag to Havant by man and 

horse £25 per annum. For a receiving house at Purbrook £3 3s. 0d. per 

annum. To the sub-deputy of Cosham £9 2s. 6d. compensation per annum 

during his continuance in office. 

  4ÈÅ ÄÅÌÉÖÅÒÙ ÏÆ ÌÅÔÔÅÒÓ ÁÔ ,ÏÒÄ +ÅÉÔÈȭÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÔ 0ÕÒÂÒÏÏË ÔÏ ÂÅ ÔÁËÅÎ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ 

the hands of the deputy at Cosham and he retains the delivery at Cosham 

and Hilsea with the profits attached to them and this same allowance is to 

enable him to defray his expense of sending a person to Hilsea with the 

letters.  
 
2 February 1808 ɀ Freeling Minute 28a: 
 

The expense of the horse post which would be necessary if Purbrook were 

not in the arrangement is so heavy that the Postmaster at Horndean has 
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earnestly desired to ÇÉÖÅ ÉÔ ÕÐ ȣ 2ÅÖÅÎÕÅ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÊÕÓÔÉÆÙ ÅØÐÅÎÓÅȢ  0ÒÏÐÏÓÅ 

that the Purbrook letters shall, as formerly, be obtained from Portsmouth 

and that a foot messenger shall carry the Havant bag costing 12s. per 

week saving £6 1s. 0d. Lord Keith is but a very short distance from the Post 

Town of Havant from whence his letters will be obtained. 
 
1813 ɀ Established as Receiving Office No. 5. A Sub-Post Office administered 

by Portsmouth 
 
1855 ɀ Mrs Mary Leaver, Receiver and Grocer 

 

27 September 1841 ɀ Undated Circle issued and 

recorded in use until 1853 

  

 

A thimble post mark Oc 7 1906 with an alpha time 

code [C] 

 
 

 
1861 ɀ Mrs Mary Leaver, Postmistress. Census 

1 October 1864 ɀ Administered by Fareham  

1866 ɀ Administered by Cosham Railway Sorting Office 

June 1885 ɀ Telegraphic Office call sign PUR 

1891 ɀ James Ford Postmaster. Census 

1901 ɀ James Ford, Postmaster and Miss Alice Maud Ford, Postmistress. 

Census 

April 1911 ɀ Miss Alice Maud Ford, Sub-Postmistress. Census 

5 December 1932 ɀ Administered by Portsmouth 
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Purbrook Post Office, fifth porch on the left. 
 

 

Purbrook Post Office circa 1930s. The road on the right was known as Van 

$ÉÅÍÅÎȭÓ ,ÁÎÅ ÂÕÔ ×ÁÓ ÓÕÂÓÅÑÕÅÎÔÌÙ ÒÅ-named Post Office Road. 

 


